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09:00 - 11:00 SUSTAINABLE CITIES SEMINAR
Only a small percentage of the carbon emissions driving climate change emanate from African, but African countries are disproportionately vulnerable to 
climate shocks like flooding, erosion, drought and heat stress. These risks are especially prevalent in African cities. Hard surfaces give rise to flooding and 
concrete and asphalt radiate heat exacerbated by a lack of green spaces. These climate stresses will be compounded as the urban population continues 
to expand, with Africa’s towns and cities predicted to receive another billion inhabitants by 2050. This pressure has put African countries into the hot seat, 
with cities in the vanguard of the struggle to reduce climate risk. 

Programme Director:  Thabang Mashigo, Political Speech- 
writer, Entrepreneur and Business Strategist

9:00 - 9:15 Welcome Address
• Hon. Barbara Creecy, Minister of Environment, Forestry 

and Fisheries   

9:20 - 10:10  African Sustainable Cities Dialogue 

• Alderman Daniel Plato, Executive Mayor, City of Cape 
Town

10:15 - 11:00 Implementing a low-carbon growth path 

• Liteboho Makhele, Sustainable Cities Programme 
Manager, SA Cities Network

• Frans Dekker, Managing Director, The South African 
Institute of Architectral Technologists (SAIAT)

• Charles Nduku, President, The South African Council for the 
Architectural Profession (SACAP)

• Khetha Zulu, Chairperson, South African Council for 
Urban and Town Planners (SACPLAN)

• Jeshika Ramchund, Lead Engineer- Developments, Bosch 
Projects (Pty) Ltd

• Shaakira Chohan, Architect and Urban Specialist
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Facilitator: Dr Onkgopotse JJ Tabane, Editor, Leadershp 
Magazine. Radio & TV Personality. Author

Participants: 
Hon. Mmamoloko Kubayi-Ngubane, Minister, 
Department of Tourism, RSA

11:10 - 12:55 RESPONSIBLE AND SUSTAINABLE TOURISM DIALOGUE
Sustainable tourism within an African context means ensuring the long-term prosperity of the industry through partnerships that benefit communities 
while conserving natural resources and habitats. Natural heritage is a precious, sustainable resource that needs to be protected against short-termist 
profiteering thinking. However, tourism and travel have not changed much since 1994. Unfortunately, little has changed in the travel industry since 1994. 
Communities need to see direct benefits from tourism or they will not buy into sustainability. Industry stakeholders must therefore develop projects that 
seek to transform the tourism landscape and put communities first, empowering them to take ownership of tourism opportunities without destroying 
resources



14:15 - 15:00 Panel Discussion: Renewable energy as a driver of economic recovery

South Africa has endured an electricity generation crisis for more than ten years – an economic ball and chain. Now, with President Cyril Ramaphosa’s 
announcement of the South African Economic Reconstruction and Recovery Plan, renewables are set to play a major role in generating the affordable 
electricity that the country needs to stimulate broad-based opportunities. The Integrated Resource Plan of 2019 foresees the introduction of some 12000 
MW of renewable capacity over the next 3 to 4 years. Cheapest to build and easiest to finance, renewable energy is also where government can leverage 
private balance sheets for wind, solar and other sources. Our panel charts the way forward.

13:00 - 15:00 SUSTAINABLE ENERGY SEMINAR
In PartnershIP WIth: Old Mutual

Facilitator: Valerie Geen, National Coordinator (SA): Economic Empowerment of Women in Green Industry, UNIDO

• Norman Moyo,  Group CEO, Econet Energy
• Keith Cassie, President, Southern African Association for Energy Efficiency (SAEE) 
• Vuyo Ntoi, Co-Managing Director, African Infrastructure Investment Managers
• Andrew Van Zyl, Director and Principal Consultant, SRK Consulting

Facilitator: Valerie Geen, National Coordinator (SA): Economic Empowerment of Women in Green Industry, UNIDO

13:00 - 13:15 Opening and Welcome

• Adv. Thabo Mokoena, Director General, Department of Mineral Resources (Invited)

13:20 - 14:10 Panel Discussion: A road map for South Africa’s energy transition

Energy insecurity has been a massive drag on not only South Africa’s economy but the sub-Saharan African region as a whole – this despite the abundant 
resources available. Now that clarity has emerged around energy policy, it has become possible to chart the way forward to a “just transition” that 
combines optimal environmental impacts with job creation and business development. Clean technology is key in this regard – not only renewable 
energy but also clean technology as applied to established industries such as oil, gas, mining and manufacturing. Energy efficiency is another approach 
that can be implemented without a lengthy bidding process – and South Africa has an enviable track record of success in this regard. On top of that, there 
are untapped markets to explore – like hydrogen, the best option for the transport, storage and efficient utilisation of clean energy. Unpacking practical 
clean energy opportunities in the short and medium term is the purpose of our first Sustainable Energy Seminar panel discussion.

• Sean Friend, Investment Director, CIO SADC
• Barry Bredenkamp, General Manager, SANEDI
• Marie Blanche Ting, Energy and Low Carbon Coordinator, UNIDO (SA)
• Faith Mkhacwa, Industrial Energy Efficiency Project Manager, NCPC-SA
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2 DECEMBER 2020

Facilitator: Brandon Abdinor, Attorney, Consultant, Co-
Founder: Climate Risk Clinic

09:00 - 09:15 Opening and Welcome

• Dr Kgosientsho Ramokgopa, Head of the Investment and 
Infrastructure Office in the Presidency (Invited)

09:20 - 10:45 Panel Discussion: What does Smart 
Infrastructure mean in the context of African cities?

• Dumisa Ngwenya, Head of Research and Innovation, 
Sentech

• Christopher Campbell, CEO, Consulting Engineers South 
Africa

• Hiten Parmer, Director, uYilo National eMobility 
Programme

• Lawrence P. Juku, Executive Head, Centre of Excellence, 
Vodacom IoT Africa

• Noel Mashayamombe, Head of Decorative Technology, 
Plascon

• Najwah Allie-Edries, Head of the Jobs Fund
• Shamima Timol, Senior Civil Engineer, Hatch

10:50 - 12:20 Panel Discussion: Funding sustainable 
infrastructure: project bonds, green infrastructure bonds, 
transformation bonds and green climate funds
 
• Carl Bernadac, Deputy Regional Director at AFD (French 

Development Agency)
• Nazmeera Moola, Deputy Managing Director: SA, Head of 

SA Investments, Ninety One Asset Management
• Basani Maluleka, CEO, African Bank
• Dean Alborough, Head: Environmental, Social and 

Governance (ESG), Old Mutual Alternative Investments
• Meggan Spires, Senior Manager, ICLEI
• Sinegugu Zukulu, Trustee, Siyazisisa Trust

09:00 - 11:30 SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE SEMINAR
In PartnershIP WIth: sentech

The most effective path to sustainable socio-economic growth is by rejuvenating the economy through infrastructure investment and implementation. 
Infrastructure investment using public land and buildings holds the key to achieving spatial, economic and climate justice by connecting people, integrating 
communities and providing easier access to work opportunities while sustaining the environmental resources on which public health depends. South 
Africa’s Department of Public Works and Infrastructure (DPWI) has developed a new Sustainable Infrastructure Development System (SIDS) methodology 
to ensure that infrastructure development is not transactional, as in the past, but sustainable, functional and bankable.

Facilitator:  Thabang Mashigo, Political Speech- writer, 
Entrepreneur and Business Strategist

12:30 - 12:45 Opening and Welcome

• Moegamat Ishaam Abader, Acting Director General, 
Department of Environmental Affairs (Invited)

12:50 - 13:45 Panel Discussion: Implementing zero waste to 
landfill: a product life-cycle approach

• Nthabiseng Motsoeneng,  Marketing Director Tetra Pak 
Southern Africa.

• Lungile Manzini, Corporate Sustainability Expert
• Bridgette Vermaak, Xperien ITAD specialist
• Jason McNeil, CEO, Interwaste holdings Ltd
• Shabeer Jhetam, Executive Director, Packaging SA

13:50 - 14:35 Panel Discussion: Zero carbon growth: new 
technologies, incentives and circular economy modelling 
within an industrial framework. 

• Agripa Munyai, Sustainability Manager, Tetra Pak Southern 
Africa

• Lindiwe Modise, Chief Environmentalist, Green Loop 
Environmental Consultants

• Henry Nuwarinda, Industrial Symbiosis Project Manager,  
NCPC-SA

• Chandru Wadhwani, Joint MD, Extrupet 

12:30 -  14:35 VISION NET ZERO WASTE SEMINAR
 In PartnershIP WIth: tetra Pak

Net Zero means zero carbon emissions in a product’s life-cycle – it’s the goal the waste sector strives for, and there are many wins along the way. South 
Africa’s constantly developing waste management industry is one of Africa’s most efficient, but South Africans are still dumping 108 million tonnes of waste 
every year – which translates to R25.2bn of missed opportunity. Fortunately, entities keen to recover value from waste have a plethora of new modalities 
at their disposal, such as zero waste to landfill, generating revenue from recycling streams through the circular economy model, new waste treatment 
and recovery technologies and legislative incentives. Waste recycling, reuse, recovery and beneficiation technologies has tremendous potential socio-
economic and environmental benefits provided the waste industry innovates around more efficient waste recovery facilities. Smart technology and data 
analytics can help companies manage waste more efficiently and cost effectively. 



14:30 - 16:30 SUSTAINABLE WATER RESOURCE SEMINAR

14:45 - 15:40 Panel Discussion:  Sustainable approaches to water: Strategies for infrastructure development, management, 
maintenance and monitoring  

Water is the resource we can least do without but it’s increasingly under threat worldwide – both on land and at sea. The socio-economic and environmental 
benefits that would derive from reversing this situation cannot be underestimated.  With adequate supplies of potable water, it is impossible to achieve 
development goals such as eradicating poverty, promoting gender rights, reducing child mortality, improving maternal health and combating diseases. 
Consequently, businesses have a moral obligation to reduce their water use as much as possible. Fortunately, companies that invest in recovering and 
reusing water through recycling wastewater for cooling and other applications can achieve water and energy savings of 70% and 90% respectively. Water 
savings are also more easily achievable in the short term – more effective irrigation techniques, for example, could immediately begin to reduce South 
Africa’s massive agricultural water footprint, which currently accounts for 60% of water consumption in a very dry country. Industrial sites are set to swallow 
up 24% of all potable water used in the world by 2025 – recycling needs to make a difference here. Cities, too, can make substantial gains through a more 
strategic approach wastewater infrastructure development, monitoring and maintenance. Of course, better water management brings about cost savings, 
too

• Dr Lester Goldman, CEO, Water Institute of Southern Africa (WISA)
• Richard Garner, Head of Department, Environmental Services, NSA Group
• Mads Warming, Global Vertical Development Director: Water & Waste Water Segment, Board Member, Danish Water Cluster
• Chetan Mistry, Strategy and Marketing Manager, Xylem SA
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Facilitator: Brandon Abdinor, Attorney, Facilitator, Writer & Consultant

15:45 - 16:30 Panel Discussion: Creating a sustainable BLUE economy

Africa’s youth population is projected to reach 830 million by 2050 – over 300 million will join the labour market by 2035. With chronic water scarcity and 
the rising cost of living, the outlook is bleak – or is it? Given the proper mechanisms, the Blue Economy presents a sustainable pathway to address the 
interconnected challenges of food production and employment creation while assuring the health of the natural environment and human populations. 
Blue ocean industries such as fisheries, coastal tourism, energy and mineral production, boat building, shipping and port activity all have their part to play. 
Already, new projects are under way, from offshore gas finds off Mossel Bay to new port projects and aquaculture initiatives. Connect with the Sustainable 
Water Resource Seminar at Sustainability Week 2020 to find out how the Blue Economy is advancing the sustainable development agenda.
 

• Judy Beaumont, Deputy Director-General: Oceans and Coast, Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries (Invited)
• Siyabulela Skade, President/CEO, African Continental Chamber (ACCCI)
• Paul Holthus, Founding President & CEO, World Ocean Council
• Rashid Sumaila, Professor, Institute for the Oceans and Fisheries, Fisheries Economics Research Unit, OceanCanada Partnership
• Kaashifah Beukes, CEO, Saldanha Bay Industrial Development Zone

Facilitator: Brandon Abdinor, Attorney, Consultant, Co-Founder: Climate Risk Clinic

14:30 - 14:45 Opening and Welcome

• Jørgen Erik Larsen, Counsellor Water Environment, Energy, Research and Innovation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark
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Facilitator:  Thabang Mashigo, Political Speech- writer, Entrepreneur and Business Strategist

9:00 - 9:15 Opening and Welcome

Abongile Nzelenzele

9:20 - 11:00 Panel Discussion: Supply chain sustainability practices, in order to succeed, must deliver improved 
environmental performance within a financially viable operating construct.

• Brenda Kali, CEO, Conscious Companies
• Dr Rudi Kimmie, CEO, Tsiba Business School
• Litha Kutta, Director: Enterprise and Supplier Development (ESD), Tiger Brands 
• Ngoanathari Maja, Project Manager, CSIR
• Dr Joash Mageto, Senior Lecturer, Transport and Supply Chain Management: School of Management

9:00 - 11:00 SUSTAINABLE ENTERPRISE AND SUPPLY CHAIN DEVELOPMENT
Supply chain management is probably the aspect of operations where companies can make the biggest sustainability gains. Sustainable 
supply chain management requires the complete supply chain life-cycle to be environmentally, socially and financially viable. The benefits 
are numerous – consumers are more likely to purchase sustainable products, the efficiencies introduced tend to lower costs overall. 
Moreover, the improved ESG ratings make organisations much more attractive from an investment perspective. That’s because companies 
with sustainable supply chain management practices are able to demonstrate superior environmental stewardship, resource conservation, 
carbon footprint reducation, social responsibility and financial savings and viability.

Facilitator: TBC

11:05 - 11:20 Keynote Address

Syngenta Agro AG 

11:25 - 13:00 Panel Discussion 
Unleashing the potential of agriculture to drive sustainable 
development in Africa 

Panelists:

• Dr Michael Charles. Head of Southern Africa 
Cluster, IFRC Southern Africa 

 

13:05 - 13:20 Keynote Address

Syngenta Agro AG

13:25 - 15:00 Panel Discussion  
Sustainable food markets and trade 

Panelists: 

• Bennie van Zyl, General Manager, TAU

11:05 - 15:00 ACHIEVING A SUSTAINABLE RESET IN AGRICULTURE
In PartnershIP WIth: syngenta agrO ag 
Agriculture in Africa holds significant economic and social importance accounting for a large portion of jobs and livelihoods as well as 
making significant contributions to GDP. Already heavily impacted by climate change, the industry is now also hit with COVID-19. This session 
will look at how we can build back better post COVID-19 unleashing the potential of agriculture and food markets to deliver sustainable 
development for all. With the African Union’s Malabo declaration commitments to Accelerate Agricultural Growth and Transformation for 
Shared Prosperity and Improved Livelihood through Harnessing Opportunities for Inclusive Growth and Sustainable Development by 2025 
and the global United Nation’s sustainable development goals to be reached by 2030 – achieving a sustainable reset in agriculture is more 
important than ever. This session will look at the role of transformative technologies, sustainable practices and trade.


